Elements of Indo-Bhutan relati

Nistory and culture ore related,
and shared histary and cul
ture help shape relationships
amongg nations. In the context
of the Himg noregion, the
biliteral relntionships hetween
Inedin amd Dhatan are ul :
nd different from ather rela-

nships in the area. However,
il shared history and culiure
could bring nations closer,
Inclia's relations with Paki
and Nepal would hav
dillerent. | |.-Ir|ri|_':'|'|:_.
culturally, therne ae more
similaritics hetween India
kit sl wepal than be-
T ! A ilan. Yed,
despite the limitod historical
ane eulural sionilarities, the
Bilsteral relitionship between
India and B an is better
Lmlike Bistory, which one can
leivrm by reading, understand-
TR ullure reguines o d-_-|_-|
connection that poes beyond
imtelhectius chenslon
Asthe “Culiurne is
not something you leam, 's
sommething you Ty There-
lerre, to hivve o betier Erasgp of
Indo-Bhutan reladenships, i
nt 1o dive into the
st 10 idenuify the few unique
eullural trails o st thuit
laerk 1an Iruelin T
the boned between India and
Biutan,

The Indo-Bhutan rela-
Honsliip is also {he ||,|_..' ¥
of Bhutan's relstions with
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Britain, which began when
Hivan clashed with the Brit-
olonial power. Around a
century ol increasingly lense
relationships over the Assam
il Bengal Duars culmimaeed

ol Sinchulaoel1
which was renewed as the
Treaty ol Funakha in 1910 This
] i ‘-'||L Trea-
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Wisngiehuck. the I:.'.|||.| Kis

I o India in 19541 and
hii= long .|.| g e

12 first 1

Mehrus visit
Ty 190540 s i1 1]
ke Indo- Bliutan ionship.
s culture is con-
tred around Buddhism. Guru
Rinpoche, also known as the
Second Bude
dinn who hrough Viajroyano
Hubdddhi 1 Bhutan frse Ac
cording g Dasho Karma Ura,
imong the Bhutwinese whose
sis shaped by Bud
Tl is regarnded as

was an In-

o origin of Buddhist knowl-
and literature, which was
wslated and transferred 1o
Tibet and Bhutan.
Pride in its sovercigniy is
A0 L cutlaral 1t in
D,
Assaim [hiars by the Brgish
Empire on 11 November 1841,
and how Jigme Mamgyel, the

The annesation of the

lerngsit Fenlog, refusaed o sign
the wreary proposed by the Brit-
ish in 1864 hetweesn the British
and Bhutan unless it included
the clause on meturn of
Assam Duars, thae area dinseely
1 by the Tongsa 'en-
lop, reflects Bhutanese pride
in the country's sovercigaey.
T ithentic accaunt of e
tiisvuilianicn ol Aslibey Bden, the
leader of the Brivsl mission,
in the hands ol Jigme Namgyel
and Wangdi Dosygpomn, during
it Purtakha
Betwern 1510 winrch 1864
can be found in Bhotm and
¢ Story of the Dooar War
LIBGG, pp. 124-126] by David
Field Hennde, the 55T Sor

e mMissg

el thie cor o Tiggname Marmgy
nedl Qi the CONMSCQUCICEs
of reteibsution from the § ghty
liritish LT, threatencd Eden
with imprisonment angd gs-
serted that he ||||-|'a.'|:||'|| ERH
y that did
s, Amdang
i, wha are
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tinelude 1

sI folklosns, l.-.I|||_"|
they proudly wll everyone
wha visits Bhutan
whien someone's pride is hur,
lepending on the situation,

Howoever,

recLinns, such as CRpresslons
al anger, pull
ling down co
T prrfiche, o r, huies ot
mirde the Blitanese armoggm
ITat all, it is just the apposioe,

i perhaps the

1. Far exzinyg ple, I::-:'-Ih
sty the King .||||| His
s thee o Khenpo bow o
each other simulianeously, The
interesting part of the infleence
ol ke in Bhouran is that i s
a bimcing and KOT a divisive
factor
Mot known for Daanting
heir or lmtelleciial
wealily, it
|.
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Historical and cultural lmkages-

1o express thelr fondness for

1 humble person as a mark of

respecl. In Bhutim, one can
cxperience the Biblical quote
“Whoever cxalis himsellwill be
Fuenbbed, s whoever hum-
i, will e exaloed?
Education is another arca
Lhunt fessfered a strong
hond  between it anil
Ehmtan, In earlier days, when
Bhatan's connectivity with
other parts of the world was
nol so good, many students
witlhed Tor Bundeeds of miles
loar dliys fo reach the Teothills
and stody iy seme of the Tie-
nowned schiools in India, The
lise imelude Thicir _".I:'|:|,--,|i|'n.
Ceeen Mothoers, Some of my
Bhutanese Mmends wok pride
in recalling valuable lessans
absonat thee i v ool lalu
and  inte )
Homes School in }\.a|||"' ong.

Graham

1 was surprised at the absence
ol entbusbism o the o of
the school authorithes whien |
visdted i in 2003, [ wondered
whiy Grahe lomaes Sch
which produced twao pr
iistislers, two chiol justices, o
SECTCLARY Srmong many more,
did nor take pride in its con-
tribrution. The school prolably
ook s achievements as o fa-
vour to the smedenes of Bl
1A% A s i
arly as 1914 Bl
boys 1o lnclia for West-
ern education. Dhutanese
stud Lwere bene [
Frvdioon feachers who triverseed
e weeks i|| 1961 1w teach in
remote schools in Dhoton.
i forget this As
k ol respect, 43 retred
wers joined the Bhutanese
hers” Day celebration in
I in Bhutan. Stadents rom
Ehutan whe studied in Tnadia
ide in waving the 1
diien Tricolowr, Gradmde s an

ook g

rinmate culiere that mans
the veins of the Bhutanese
population.
The siedent-teacher com-
|||||||i|:.'_
lrene i
cultures, was an i
link between Indi

ensely
i olher's
HE TR
and Blruiai
With the avatlability of better
conrimmundention
poriunites for Kh
denis i iravel 1o pl
Imdlia, more Bhutanese study
abroad, and there has been a
comsedguent reduction in e
nurmber of Bhutanese in Indiazs
educational institutions. Sacly,
even the mmeme ol 1this com-

Ly s

extinel Currently, s
Bhuodsmes=e who were beneli-
cation still
i I th|-|| mand, the

charics of Indian e

burcaucracy and the armed
lorces. This status will change
SO0 wiloss ||I1'.'I 15 i SleEre
cifort to revive that connection,
especinlly when the change in
the globual view of eduecation
seems o have impacted the
students of developing coun
trics. On s part, ndla sl have

wndd beter ol

can do and what b |-\.l.|:.li|'|'r; EhOw
in civilian educational inszi-
tions as well as imilivary training
rstablishmenes.

Supposing there is o
change in the o ionship
despine the shaned story and
cotlinere, then our mitional sin
URIes are |1.':'||:'|h|1_\.' in conflict.
and that can create space for
hilateral relations’ vu
1o externl forces, Besides the
shared historleal and culmeal
linkages and ecanomic ben
vlits, thae 1 pull thag
attracts Bitasy tosvards Tinlia
is mwtual trust and falth Trose
and Takth age cornerstones lor
huilding good wnd lasting rela
linships among (rieds, aied
henee, these tast be lonouned
by India.

The bilateral relationship
Is alsn like building a dream

vrithiliny

hosesee, It takes years 1o Build
the hovse Brick by i
the dream hiouse is
alaownl a1 year or so, depend
o Lhe queality of construg
the hairine cracks begin
appear on the outer walls of
tha hagse, Unless the cracks
are filled on time, there will be
seepage ol water, and probabaly
crecpers will also wake room
i the house will cromble
5 the skilled workers like
the mason, the pl
clectrichan, and the painter,
s wirll as those who buill the

called to identify e

. This is pessitsle

[y iclod hir |||i1: mal o -
buticns are not ermsed from
memary!

As nitions evolve, their n
tonal Interests indeed «
and translorm, leadin
I priority objectives, When a
nation reorders the priority of
s eshjewtives, it can ulgger the
neel for sicljustment Inosigme-
s, TS lm fane- reaching
CEMSALIL nees for the nations
Tovealvesd el the very Toumda

tions of the bilateral relation-
ship, Whoen that happens,
mprologies, Tor Bhveness, il a
nuaneed, st
cnt sprCtiv
the greater good can help ame
Hesrate the damages wroug i
by time. Far the |1|,'|_||:|||: ol

apology is the supremoe
munifestation ol the spiric of
nekvinbenoe, Whereis, [or the
preagabe of Bhotan, forgiveness
isadivine gift or an act of divine
JRrace:,
Wiaile the prin

sihility for taking the relat
shidp lorward lies with the
s peelive governments, it is
the population that can give
inather gquality o the rel 1

nseend olmaking iveans

s As Tor Inclin, of
|||\.":'i|||‘1|'||
miaking the
sivir with humil 1
laar it ta e o bridge between the
Tawes sl hawve-nots” riather
Dolng so will
| mer cndorsement
from the Global Sou
Humility is Important,
When humili
to be independe
natural part of sovereignry, ane
misundersiond as unpgrateful-
ness, the meaning of gratinade
sl will e lost. Gratinede 1o
the parents, teachers, elders,
predociessors arvdl Trends for
v bive handed down
Lo us s the hallmark of goed
relatonships, Acknowledging
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otk sl
which is a

w1

past smppornt and assistance
bilels trust and strengihens
bezniels between countrics.

The words of HM the
Fomrth King of Bhutan, which
st peseoi
that in bilateral relationships,
Iwlll':'. thie goal s the sa
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in my mind, are

achiewve il

must be aligned, This |||,'"|,|-
tenst. Indeed, friends mean
trusting each other Trust is o
cormerstane of ellective -:'i|1|:_|-
macy and long-lnsting part
neeships, Shared history and
culiure can help bring nations
closer. Bul progressing bilateral
relationships is neither one-
sicdied nor mathematical. 1is
shamed responsibilivy,
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